CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
JULY 5, 2016 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.
Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to excuse Mr. Cox & Mr. Gertz. Motion carried by voice vote.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Auditor Sabrina Smith 
& Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.
[bookmark: _GoBack]AUDIENCE PARTIPATION:
Jake Bamberger with QGPOH (Queensgate Properties Ohio) local developer who has purchased the old PMC property 
and gave initial plans for property.  Many businesses interested in this site due to its rail access.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers.
- Please get out and support our local businesses.  Thanks to our Chamber of Commerce President Brad Daniels of 
 Valley Central Bank and Stacey Shiring of our RBD for their efforts to attract new businesses to our city
- Since last Summer, Jake Maynard, Norm Meyer and Cris Acus no longer working for our city and only one replacement was 
 hired in their place.  Now more than ever we are even more short-handed in our parks.  Parks and Playgrounds 
 appropriations in 2000: $433,000, 2005: $464,000, 2010: $467,000, 2014: $313,000, 2015: $291,000.
- Please consider joining our Reading Historical Society/American Legion/Knights of St John/Kiwanis/Senior Citizens
- Our Economic Development Strategy of keeping the businesses we have and encouraging them to expand here and has led to 
  total taxes collected in Reading increasing a total of $897,508 in a six year period.  
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected 
  officials or watch our council meetings 24/7.
- Park cameras/Koenig park restrooms repairs, repairs & painting at the large shelter at Koenig using $172,000 in CDBG funds
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is 
 encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas for our city newsletter, road repairs/projects or any way to 
 improve our city
- Please sign up for our CODE RED EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION PROGRAM by going to our web page at 
 www.readingohio.org or call city hall at 733-3725
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call 
 the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. 
- Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch
 group AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE 
- Our American Legion festival was another great event in our city. The Legion wants to thank the many volunteers and 
 people who supported them. With the warnings of potential bad weather for Sunday night at 10pm when the fireworks were 
 supposed to go off and after long discussions with reps from our American Legion, reps from our Reading parks Foundation, 
 our Reading Fire Department, and with the Fireworks contractor we unanimously decided to postpone the $11,000 fireworks 
 display. We apologize for any inconvenience to anyone. After more discussion with the Legion, Reps from our Parks 
 foundation, citizens and our Fire department we are considering putting together another festival on Sept 2 and 3 with 
 fireworks going off at 10pm sat Sept 3 with the proceeds going for next years fireworks. we want to thank everyone who 
 donated money to our Reading Parks Foundation that made the fireworks possible  On Saturday July 2 there was a 
 community walkathon that ended up at the Legions festival concluding with a Tribute to our Veterans. VYO All Star games 
 were also a great part of the legions Festival. Tim Kelly & our RHS wrestlers helped set up & remove the booths & tables 
 for the Legion
- We are behind State of Ohio SB 22 to double allocation to Local Government Fund
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is 
 encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of 
 us.  If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 
 
  513-352-3673 or our police at 513-733-4122
- We have expressed our concerns, as has our State Rep, on Duke Energy’s proposed central corridor gas pipeline extension 
  project.  Thank you to Council for passing a Resolution in opposition of the pipeline going thru our city next to homes, 
  businesses, through lots where future businesses are slated to locate, athletic facilities and Reading Central school.  We’ve 
  contacted our Business Roundtable members, the VYO, RYF, RHS athletic coaches, our Reading Community School 
  Superintendent about writing letters in opposition to the 30” in diameter pipeline running next to Veterans Memorial
  Stadium, our Pool, the VYO Haffey fieldhouse, VYO baseball fields & soccer practice fields.
- May 18: Business Roundtable meeting at General Tool. Viox about to start 17,000 sq ft new bldg., General Tool putting on 
 11,000 square feet addition.  Avecia, Standard Textile, Patheon, Viox, General Tool having prosperous years.  Reps from 
 Duke discussed the need for the new 30 inch in diameter pipeline.
- We are one of six Ohio Cities that were granted a $400,000 EPA Brownfield Grant, the 2nd $400,000 EPA Grant that we 
 have received ($200,000 for hazardous substances and $200,000 for petroleum abatement) that can be used for phase 1 and 
 phase 2 environmental studies that will allow future development and jobs in our city. This is on top of the $200,00p State 
 grant we received to research immediate ways to reduce or potentially eliminate flood insurance premiums for business and 
 homeowners who may be able to remove themselves from the FEMA Flood Map 
- The ten payments on our 20 year interest free road improvement loans were supplemented by matching State Grants.
- St Pete’s festival will be on Sept 16, 17 and 18. This will be Al Eling, Mike Martin, Ken Stall and Ron Lehrters 5th year 
 running the festival
- On June 9 attended our District 2 Integrating committee meeting where we apply for and get major road grants virtually 
 every year. I want to thank JMA for being outstanding engineers for us.
- On June 29 attended the Hamilton County Municipal League/1st Suburbs meeting to listen to reps from our County Engineers 
 office concerning road grant opportunities, the center for local governments, the Port Authority and HCDC as well as 
 gathering info on an organized community game plan to oppose the proposed Duke pipeline
- The Eagles improvements to their building on Benson look great
- Congrats to Chuck Lafata (new Superintendent of our Reading Community Schools) and Dennis Ramsey who will take over 
 as RHS Principal.
- I cannot thank enough all the people who give so much of themselves to make our city the best that it can be. Day in and day 
 out the many volunteers who give generously of their time, talent and treasures to our Churches our Schools our 
 Organizations. I want to thank our Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Susan Slavey our Department Heads all of our 
 employees, JMA, LSR, Dan Brooks
- Fire Department June Report: - 130 EMS incidents, 31 Fire, 6 All Calls
                                - Working on Fire Hydrants
- Police Department June Report: - 904 calls for service, 24 auto accidents & 324 traffic citations, 364 arrests and bookings

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Sent a few letters to the Power Siting Board.  Duke is delaying their decision.  It is still very imperative to continue sending 
 letters supporting the opposition.
- Attended a preliminary meeting in Amberly Village (A study was performed on the Reading Corridor between Galbraith & 
 Section Road) to see what could be done to improve that area.
- Phone conference with our representative of USEPA to go over our action plan for the $400,000.00 grant.
- Public Hearing for the 2017 Appropriations will be next week, Tuesday, July 12

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report (Absent).  

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- June Finance Update: So far have collected $530,968 (Month of June total) and we’re now running almost 3.3% ahead.  
  (Report Attached.)
AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Month End Reports have been sent
- In touch with Josh Mandel’s office for the Ohio Checkbook website which publishes our 2010-current funds & expenses
- July 26 meeting – Representative who runs the Ohio Checkbook website will be in attendance to demonstrate the site and 
 answer any questions at 7:00 pm.
- Met with US Bank & Fifth Third Bank to discuss banking fees and where we can save money.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- No Report (Absent)


UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- “NOPE” signs have been obtained and placed throughout Reading.  The next “NOPE” meeting will be held on July 11 at 
  6:30 p.m. in the Evendale Recreation Center.  Word of caution: Read what you receive and DON’T sign anything.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
 - Mill Creek Corridor plan is soon to be released.
- Hamilton County Health District is still interested in Reading becoming a “We Thrive” community.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- No Report (Absent)

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
Fire Department: The new engine is currently at Vogelpohl Fire Equipment getting the radios and equipment installed.
              Once they finish it will be delivered to Reading.  The department will finish installation of the hose and 
              remaining equipment; then training prior to being placed in service, hopefully, by the end of the month.
Police Department: They continue to keep busy with extra patrols in the parks and the library.  They have also seen an 
                increase in disorderly conduct and alcohol related incidents with the warmer weather.  The detectives 
                have also been busy with several investigations.
                - Police Dispatcher Emily Heglin continues in her training.
                - The second 2016 SUV is at Mobilcomm for switchover of equipment.
- Reminded council that we still need to address a plan to purchase new radios for the Police Department.  If we plan on 
 incremental purchases over the next five years, we need to start this year. ($15K/year, $90K total including base units)
 We still have the Mobile Data Terminals looming in the near future, too.
- Reminded all bikers that if they want the respect of the drivers, they need to also obey the traffic laws.  This includes 
 stopping for red lights and stop signs and not riding the curb or sidewalk to get around stopped traffic.  And it is not just 
 children that I have observed or received complaints about.  It is also the spandex clad, adult bikers that fail to ride with the 
 traffic flow as much, if not more, than the kids.  So, heads up bikers and go with the flow.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- No Report

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Thanked & congratulated the Legion for doubling what they made the year prior for the 4th of July Festival.
- Fireworks that were cancelled are tentatively scheduled for Labor Day weekend.
- Parks Foundation: Looking into purchasing more chairs for the Pool.
- July 29 & August 12 – Movie night at the Reading Pool.  Popcorn will be served & pool will be open for swimming.  
 You do not need to be a member to attend.

OTHER BUSINESS 

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $26,560.33 FROM THE CITY EARNINGS 
  TAX FUND TO THE STREETS & CURBS FUND, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Due to an insufficient number of Council members present at the meeting, this ordinance was declared a first reading only.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:00 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
